
About the Authors 
Special Issue on Duterte 

December 2018 
 
Bro. Karl Gaspar is one of the most published scholars in the country, with at least 20 books 
to his name since 1985. He was formerly Academic Dean of the St. Alphonsus Theological 
and Mission Institute (SATMI) in Davao City and a professor of Anthropology at the Ateneo 
de Davao University. The Ateneo de Manila University conferred on Gaspar the Parangal 
Lingkod Sambayanan, describing him as a “champion of the Indigenous People’s rights .”  
 
Benjiemen Aban Labastin is an Associate Professor of Philosophy and the Director of 
Research and Publications at La Salle University, Ozamiz City. Currently, he is taking his 
Doctorate in Philosophy at the University of San Carlos, Cebu City. He obtained his MA 
Philosophy in the same university and his AB Philosophy at the Our Lady of the Angels 
Franciscan College Seminary, Novaliches, Quezon City. He has been an environmental and 
political activist. His research interests focus on: Critical Theory, Political Philosophy, 
Postmodern Philosophy, Filipino Philosophy and Philippine Democracy. He is writing a 
dissertation on Filipino Philosophy and Philippine Democracy. 
 
Rhoderick John S. Abellanosa is currently connected with Sacred Heart School - Ateneo de 
Cebu as Faculty Development Officer and Cluster Head for the Humanities and Social 
Sciences. He has Master's degrees in Political Science and Philosophy from the University of 
San Carlos. He also studied Theology in the Seminario Mayor de San Carlos. He was a 
Graduate Research Fellow of the National University of Singapore's Asia Research Institute. 
His areas of interest are in Politics and Religion, Church and State Relations, and Political 
Theory.  
 
Regletto Aldrich D. Imbong is an assistant professor of philosophy of the University of the 
Philippines Cebu. He finished his AB and MA in Philosophy in the University of San Carlos  
and is currently writing his dissertation for his Doctorate in Philosophy in the same 
university. His research interests include: Alain Badiou, political philosophy, neoliberalism, 
peace studies, and emancipatory politics. He is a member of the national core group of the 
Philippine Ecumenical Peace Platform, an ecumenical peace network that supports the peace 
processes between the Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) and the National 
Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP).  
 
Ruben O. Balotol Jr. is a Philosophy and Social Science instructor at the Visayas State 
University Main Campus in Baybay City, Leyte. He is currently taking his Master’s Degree in 
Philosophy at the University of San Carlos in Cebu City. His research interests are in the area 
of Socio-Political Philosophy and Philippine Studies. 
 
Alexis Deodato S. Itao teaches full-time at the Cebu Normal University and part-time at the 
Rogationist Seminary College-Cebu. Presently continuing his Ph.D. in Philosophy at the 
University of San Carlos (Cebu City), he obtained his M.A. Philosophy from the same 
university and graduated A.B. Philosophy cum laude from Saint Peter College Seminary 



(Butuan City). He studied Theology for a brief period at the Pontifical Lateran University in 
Rome, Italy and also completed a one-year Formation Course in Family and Intercultural 
Empowerment at the Loreto School for Families in Florence, Italy. Prof. Itao has published 
scholarly articles in international refereed journals.  
 
Noe M. Santillan is an Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Social Studies in the University 
of the Philippines Cebu. He earned his baccalaureate degree in Arts major in philosophy from 
San Carlos Seminary College, and his Master’s in Education major in Social Studies from UP 
Professional Schools as UP Presidential Scholar. He is the spokesperson of Movement Against 
Tyranny - Cebu. Also, he’s a volunteer for the Cebu Archdiocesan Commission on Social 
Advocacies, and the Save Our Schools Network.     
 
Menelito P. Mansueto has taken doctoral units under the academic program PhD in Media 
Studies at the College of Mass Communications, University of the Philippines–Diliman. He 
obtained his Master of Arts in Philosophy, as well as his Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy from 
Holy Name University, Tagbilaran City. He has taught philosophy and social sciences subjects 
at FEU-Diliman and UST-España. He is currently a full-time assistant professor at Colegio de 
San Juan de Letran.  
 
Jeresa May C. Ochave completed her Master of Public Administration, major in Public Policy 
at the Ateneo de Davao University. She completed her Bachelor of Arts in Mass 
Communication in the same university. She was a former researcher and communications 
director of Centrist Democracy Political Institute, a non-government organization. She also 
served as the former national publicity director for the Young Centrists Union. She is working 
for a local government unit in Mindanao.  
 
Allen Gumiran, Ian Pura, Dean Baylon, Lemuel Ongpico, Patrick Corrales, Millard 
Ebreo, Ivan Santos, Zephres Badilla, Lexus Bayalan  and Dondie Capellan are 
undergraduates of the Lasallian University System. With the exemption of Dean Baylon, who 
is taking up Consular and Diplomatic Affairs at College of Saint-Benilde, all of the authors are 
B.A. Political Science undergraduates from De La Salle University-Dasmarinas. Their 
interests range from politics, international relations, literary theory, continental philoso phy, 
art, film and music. Their views wildly vary,  from statism to anarchism though they are 
united in their common outlook of critiquing Philippine society and culture from within.  
 
Dr. Rogelio Bayod teaches in the graduate and undergraduate programs at Cor Jesu College 
in Digos City. He is also the director of student services in the same institution. He finished 
his Doctorate degree in Educational Administration at the University of Southeastern 
Philippines in Davao City. He is the president-elect of the Philippine Association of Campus 
Student Advisers Association (PACSA).  
 
 
 


